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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 9/18/2006 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tagawa 
et al. (US 2002/0045438), herein referred as Tagawa. 

Regarding claim 1, Tagawa discloses an information terminal, comprising: 

a reproducing unit that reproduces contents; ([0020] line 3, reproduction unit) 

an informing unit that informs an occurrence of an event; ([0020] ring tone output unit 
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to inform incoming calls) 

a superposing unit tliat superposes an output of the reproducing unit 

and an output of the informing unit ([0020] outputting a ring tone while the 

reproduction unit is reproducing data); and 

a controlling unit that causes an information of the occurrence of the event and a 
superposition of the output of the reproducing unit and the output of the informing unit to 
execute in a previously set reproducing procedure ([0020] and [0026] a control unit 
controlling events and executing [0023] different reproduction modes previously 
set). 

Regarding to claim 2, Tagawa discloses the information terminal according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a storing unit that stores a plurality of the reproducing procedures ([0074] lines 3-5, a 
memory that stores reproduction methods); and 

an extracting unit that extracts meta information to select the reproducing procedure 
from the contents, wherein the controlling unit causes the superposition of the output of 
the reproducing unit and the output of the informing unit and the information of the 
occurrence of the event to execute in the reproducing procedure selected based on the 
extracted meta information ([0068]). 

Regarding claim 3, Tagawa discloses the information terminal according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 
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a storing unit that stores a plurality of the reproducing procedures ([0074] lines 3-5, a 
memory that stores reproduction methods); and 

an acquiring unit ([0150] acquire data) that acquires data that is corresponded to the 
contents, wherein the controlling unit causes the superposition of the output of the 
reproducing unit and the output of the informing unit and the information of the 
occurrence of the event to execute in the reproducing procedure selected based on the 
acquired information ([0068] it is inherent that there exists an acquiring unit to 
acquire data so that the control unit can execute). 

Regarding claim 4, Tagawa discloses the information terminal according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a storing unit that stores a plurality of the reproducing procedures; and 

a sensing unit that senses a state of the terminal ([0068] can sense/detect the state of 

the terminal, i.e. terminal is reproducing music when a call arrives), 

wherein the controlling unit causes the superposition of the output of 

the reproducing unit and the output of the informing unit and the information of the 

occurrence of the event to execute in the reproducing procedure selected based on the 

sensed state of the terminal ([0068]). 

Regarding claim 5, Tagawa discloses a method of informing an event that occurs during 
reproduction of contents, causing a superposition of an output of a reproducing unit and 
a output of an informing unit and an information of an occurrence of an event to execute 
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in a previously set reproducing procedure ([0068]). 

Regarding claim 6, Tagawa discloses the method of informing the event according to 
claim 5, wherein the reproducing procedure is selected based on meta information of 
the contents ([0075]). 

Regarding claim 7, Tagawa discloses the method of informing the event according to 
claim 5, wherein the reproducing procedure is selected based on information that is 
corresponded to the contents ([0075]). 

Regarding claim 8, Tagawa discloses the method of informing the event according to 
claim 5, wherein the reproducing procedure is selected based on a state of a terminal 
([0067] - [0069]). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

Masamura (US 6819939) discloses a cellular phone with high quality sound 
reproduction capability. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KATHY WANG-HURST whose telephone number is 
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(571 )270-5371 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30am- 
5pm, alternate Fridays, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benny Tieu can be reached on (571)272-7490. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/KATHY WANG-HURST/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4173 



/Benny Q Tieu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4173 



